Introduction
In view of the fundamental importance of pnitroaniline in the study of through-conjugation (i.e., cooperative interaction between rr-donor and rr-acceptor substituents) and of our interest in the angular distortions of the benzene ring caused by substitution [2, 3] we have accurately determined the geometry of this molecule by X-ray crystallography.
A paper on the crystal structure of p-nitroaniline was published 21 years ago [4] , The study was based on visually estimated photographic data and led to a final R value of 0.095. The accuracy of the molecular parameters was not very high; it appeared that a quinonoid form was contributing to the structure, but. curiously, the amino group was found to interact with the benzene ring to a greater extent than does the nitro group. small (1-2°), but certainly significant. According to the VSEPR model [10] , the decrease of the internal angles at atoms Cl and C4 is again consistent with the cooperative interaction between the -NH2 and -NO2 substituents, as depicted by the canonical form (I).
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